Sonique

he centre-channel speaker is the maost
important speakér in any home theatre
because it's required to produce almost all
dialogue, no matter whether you're using
Pro-Logic, Dalby Digital. DTS or THX. If
you're using Pro-Logic. it has (o cope with
a lion's share of any music being repro-
duced in the front channels as well!

In the decade or sc since it's been in busi-
ness Sonigue has demonstrated time and
again that its designs are anchored in the
real world of what happens (o speakers
when they're positianed in an ordinary
lving room

The [concfiring ports in the SAV-CG5E
are an excellent example. How many
centre channels have you seen where the
ports fire out the rear of the speaker?
While this might be OK in a FR or FL
speawrer, having a rear-firing port in a centre
channel speaker is just piain stupid.
because it severely imits placement possi-
bilities. ruling out cabinet-mounting and
soffit-mounting entirely

Another example (s the enormous
depth (front-to-back) of the cabinet
(370mm). This means that, should you
wish, the speaker can be used fo actually
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support a television, which immediately
solves the eternal dilermma of where to
place a centre channel speaker. Although it
seems (o make sense o buy a narrow
tre channel speaker, this means you'll
probably end up rying o balance it an top
of your TY — a dangerpus manoceuvre
that's sure 10 end in tears. However, the
SAV-CS5SE's enormous depth also ensures
sulficient valume to ensure goad bass

cen-

response, particularly when the
bass/midrange drivers are as large as the
two fited 1o the frent baffle! The cabinet
valume @around 30 litres) and large bass
drivers also means that Sonique has been
able to maximise the efficiency of the
design, such that it's rated at 92dBSPL.
and thus easity able o keep pace with
even the most efficient front left {FL) and
front right IFR; loudspeakers

Realising that mos! peopie will place
their TV on tap of this centre channel.
Somigue has made sure the SAV-C55E is
shielded, bur recagnising the increased sen-
sitivity of the widescreen TV sets that are
now coming an the market, Sonique has
incorporated its ‘second generation’ mag-
netic shielding to ensure the three speaker
magnets inside the SAV- > can’t possibly
interfere with even the widest, andfor Rat-

test screen The other dimensions are 230
550mm (HW)

immediately above the twin ports is a
25mm horn-loaded fabric-dome tweeter.
The bass/midrange drivers are nominally
1 70rmm diameter units but have a
Theile/Smail (T/5) diameter of 132mm
They have polypropylene cones and rub-
ber ralt surrounds. The chassis is pressed
sieel. Sonique’s crossover network is quite
impressive, with a pair of cross-mounted
atr-cored inducters, a 10 watt wirewound
resistor and four capacitars (two non-

polarised electrolytics and two polyester)

We have to admit o expecting a lot from
Sonique’s new SAV-C5SE, but are happy 1o
say it oot only met all our expectations, but
exceeded them by far Rarely have we heard
such great bass from a centre channel speak-
er, and we can't recall ever hearing such a
level of clarity. Needless to say. both atributes
are essential for the repreduction of dialogue.
Bass is particularly important with male
voice. When listening to systems with small
centre-channel speakers, it's easy o tell when
a male voice 'moves’ from the FR or FL 1o
the centre because ail the vocal "weight” dis-
appears. When we tried this test with the
SAV-C5SE, the ranal structure remained iden-
tical — there was no reduction of vocal
strength whatsoever Also impressive was the
clarity of reproduced dialogue There was
never any sense of having 10 strain (o under-
stand what was being said. The Sonique per-
formed yust as well with Delby Digital encod-
ed concert foarage on music DVD, ‘filling’ the
centre-stage saund perfectly

Sonique’s SAV-C55E is a seriously good
centre-channel that would be the perfect
choice for anyene serious about the quali-
ty of their centre channel sound G
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Five yaars

Ciarity of dialogue
Extended bass

Quite large
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